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Virtual Collaboration: Lessons 
Learned Across the Globe

Conference : "Stra tegies Beyond  Borders – Transform ing Higher  
Education  in  a  Digita l Age“ 

Date :  Tuesday, 10 Decem ber 2019 
Tim e:  14:00 - 14:30

Country Presen te rs:
Prof. Kristi Ju lian , Ph . D. & Bryce  Massey 
(USA)
Prof. Wendi Hulm e , M.A. (Canada)
Regina  Brau tlach t, M.A. (Germ any)

https://hochschulforumdigitalisierung.de/de/strategies-beyond-borders-conference
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Student Interviews



Global Greetings!

Prof. Wendi HulmeRegina C. Brautlacht Prof. Dr. Kristi Julian Prof. Dr. Lurdes Martins



Case Study: Interdisciplinary Project with Europe and North 
America 
ProGlobe - Promoting the Global Exchange of Ideas on Sustainable 
Goals, Practices and Cultural Diversity

Introduction
Virtual Collaboration – Preparing students for the global workforce

Contact Information

Challenges and Lessons
Didactical, Organizational, Technical, Administrative and Student 



Introduction
Virtual Collaboration:  
Preparing students for the global workforce
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● Globalization 
● Cultural Identity
● Social Interaction
● Technology
● 21st Century Competencies and Skills 



Case Study: Virtual Collaboration
ProGlobe:  
Interdisciplinary Project with Europe and North America
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● Promotes global communication between native and 
non-native speakers + international discourse on 
multiple perspectives

● Student engagement provides opportunities to gain 
21st  century skills and competencies

● We will share the lessons learned from five consecutive 
projects since 2016
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Presentation Notes
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Challenges and Lessons 
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● Technical
● Administrative
● Student Insight
● Didactical 
● Organizational
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internet access

internet bandwidth / Wi-Fi

software and equipment

media literacy

training for country coordinators

file size/platform

Challenges

Technical Challenges

Presenter
Presentation Notes




time differences

semester schedules

integration into the curriculum / course

country-specific requirements

finances - country coordinator in-person meetings

C
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Administrative Challenges



flexibility

business etiquette

collaborative problem solving

media literacy 

time differences

Student Insight
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Didactical Lessons

Guide lines

Project + 
Task 

Explana tion

Project 
Consistency

Scaffold ing

In-Class Tim e  
+ Coach ing

Autonom y

Com pe tencies  
vs Conten t

Reflections

Evalua tions



12

Ongoing 
Planning

Learn ing 
Objectives

Coord ina tor 
Mee tings

Project Managem ent

Conten t 
Represen ta tion

Fina l 
Presen ta tion

Studen t & 
Team  

Num bers

Team s & 
Globa l 

partne rs

Organizational Lessons



Conclusion  
● Students gained knowledge about global and cross-

cultural issues that are relevant to different 
communities, countries, continents and humanity in 
general working against misconceptions and 
generalizations 

● Students learned examples of factors that may 
influence business practice and digital skills within a 
global market 

C
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Contact Information

Regina C. Brautlacht                                              Kristi Julian Wendi Hulme Lurdes Martin

Presidential Advisor for Global Digital Professor Professor Adjunct Professor
Learning and Senior Lecturer in Interior Design Bachelor of Interior Design Lecturer in English
English and Business Communication Department of Human Sciences School of Engineering & Technology School of Technology & Management
Coordinator of the English Programme College of Behavioral and Health Sciences
(Department of Management Sciences)

Hochschule Bonn Rhein-Sieg Middle Tennessee State University Conestoga College – Institute of Polytechnic Institute of Viseu
University of Applied Sciences Email:  Kristi.julian@mtsu.edu Technology & Advanced Learning Email:  lurdesmartin@estgv.ipv.pt
Email:  regina.brautlacht@h-brs.de Office:  +1 615.898.2094 Email:  Whulme@conestoga.on.ca Office:  +35 1232 480 510
Office:  +49 2241 865.764 Office:  +1 519.748.5220 x4539
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A special thanks to 
Stifterverband, HFD, DAAD and Strategies Beyond Borders Organizers 

Hochschule Bonn-Rhein-Sieg University of Applied Sciences
Conestoga College Institute of Technology & Advanced Learning 

Middle Tennessee State University 

Acknowledgements

Thank you!
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Resources
Images
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.whatsapp&hl=de
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:Facebook_icon.svg
https://www.eweek.com/enterprise-apps/zoom-expands-communications-platform-with-end-to-end-
features
https://sites.google.com/a/eastholmesschools.org/what-you-need-to-know-about-web-2-
0/resources/pbworks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adobe_Connect
https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Datei:Skype_logo_(fully_transparent).svg

Tiven, M. B., Fuchs, E. R., Bazari, A., & MacQuarrie, A. (2018). Evaluating Global Digital Education: 
Student Outcomes Framework.  New York, NY: Bloomberg Philanthropies and the Organisation for 
Economic Co-operation and Development
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